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ser. 3; xxv, 523), now Huntingdon Co. From a descendant it i3 
learned that Nathan was accompanied to Pennsylvania by his brother 
Thomas but that the latter remained in Huntingdon only a short time. 
Nathan Gorsuch's descendants still occupy the land owned by him in 
Huntingdon Co. He married 1st, about 1790, Rachel Kelly and 2nd 
Temprance Kelly (d. 1855), both of whom are said to have been 
daughters of Josiah Kelly. Nathan Gorsuch was a teacher and sur- 
veyor. His tombstone states that he died June 15, 1844, in his 80th 
year. His will, dated Feb. 29, 1844, was proved the same year in 
Huntingdon Co. He refers to himself as of Henderson township. He 
names his wife Temprance, his sons Thomas, Elijah, Joshua and 
Stephen; he refers to Nancy Gorsuch and Jane Jackson as if they were 
either his daughters or granddaughters. From other accounts it has 
been learned that he had a son Jesse, died 1814, aged 19 years, a 
daughter Ruth (died 1812), who married Richard Chilcott (1786- 1820), 
a daughter Sarah and a daughter Rachel. 



This concludes the Gorsuch-Lovelace genealogy. The writer earn- 
estly requests those who may be able to correct or add to what has 
already appeared in these sketches, to communicate with him through 
the editor of the Magazine. 



THE CORBIN FAMILY 
(Continued) 



The Virginia Line. 

As there is uncertainty as to how many generations of the Corbins in 
England can be fully proved, those of the Virginia branch will be 
numbered beginning with the emigrant. 

1. Henry 1 Corbin, 3rd son of Thomas Corbin, of Hall End, was 
born (according to a deposition) in 1629. He came to Virginia in the 
ship Charity in 1654. This is ascertained by proceedings in one of the 
courts of Maryland. The ship had a stormy voyage and the sailors 
suspected that an old woman on board was a witch. They tied her all 
night to the capstan and next day asked Henry Corbin to examine 
her. The terrified creature at last confessed she was a witch and the 
sailors hung her. Inquiry was made into the matter in Maryland and 
Henry Corbin, aged 25, was one of the witnesses. 




Henry Corbin, 
From a portrait at Mt. Airy. 



Copyright, 1908, 
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Henry Corbin settled in Virginia on the south side of the Rappa- 
hannock river in what was then Lancaster county, but afterwards 
Middlesex. 

He was appointed J. P. and of the quorum in Lancaster 1657, and 
was in 1673 m the Commission for Middlesex. He was a member of 
the House of Burgesses for Lancaster at the sessions of March 1658-9, 
March 1659-60, and was appointed to the Council 1663. 

Mr. Corbin was evidently a genial and hospitable man. In 1670 he 
made an agreement with some friends in Westmoreland county (where 
he had a large estate, "Peckatone") to build a banquetting house. The 
agreement, on record in Westmoreland, is as follows : 

"Whereas, there is a mutual agreement Signed, Sealed and delivered 
by and between the parties whose names are hereunder written, the 
above which writing bears date with these presents, for the Marking 
of Each persons bounds. Now know ye that the said parties do agree 
that there be a House Erected where Mr. Allerton and Mr. Gerrard 
shall think fit, for the continuance of good Neighborhood, and to be 
built by the direction of the said Mr. Allerton and Mr. Gerrard and 
every person to be at an Equal charge to the building thereof, and Ten 
pounds Sterling to be allowed Mr. Lee for the building of the said 
House, the said Mr. Lee bearing his proportion of the charge, and each 
man or his heirs, yearly, according to his due course to make an Honor- 
able treatment fit to entertain the undertakers thereof, their wives, 
mistresses and friends yearly and every year, and to begin upon the 
29th of May, which will be in the year One thousand, six hundred 
seventy and One. Mr. Corbin to make the first treatment, Mr. Lee 
the next, Mr. Gerrard the next, and so round. Witness our hands this 
30th of March, 1670; 

Henry Corbin J. Lee 

Thomas Gerrard Isaac Allerton/* 

It is evident from this that though Henry Corbin's chief residence 
was in Middlesex he was frequently in Westmoreland. His home 
in Middlesex was variously known as "Buckingham/' "Buckingham 
House" and "Buckingham Lodge/' He owned another large planta- 
tion, "Corbin Hall", in Middlesex. These estates remained long in 
the family. 

In 1835 "Buckingham", 2500 acres, was offered for sale and in 1847 
"Corbin Hall", between the Rappahannock River and Grange Creek, 
1850 acres, with 60 slaves, stocks of cattle, etc., was sold under a deed 
of trust from James Parke Corbin. 

A chart pedigree of the Virginia Corbins (incomplete as to some of 
the later generations) is stated (on the title) to have been derived as 
far as 1715 from the records of the College of Arms. It is evident 
that Gawin Corbin, son of Henry, registered his pedigree. 
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Henry Corbin married Alice, widow of Rowland Burnham, of Lan- 
caster Co., Va. ; and daughter of Richard Eltonhead, of Eltonhead, 
Lancashire, England. In Lancaster, Jan. 14, 1656, Alice, relict of Row- 
land Burnham, qualified as his administratrix, with Sir Henry Chich- 
ley (who had married her sister Agatha) and Henry Corbin, securities. 
In the same county May 24, 1657, "Upon the petition of Mr. Henry 
Corbyn for the thirds of the house, etc., of Mr. Rowland Burnham, 
deceased, which the said Mr. Corbyn doth conceive to belong to him in 
right of his wife, the relict of the said Mr. Burnham." 

Henry Corbyn died January 8, 1675. 

A copy of his will is among the Beauchamp papers. 

"In the name of God Amen. 

I Henry Corbin of Rappahanock River in Virginia, Gent. 
Being, blessed be God in reasonable good health and of 
perfect memory make this my last will and testament in 
manner and forme following. My Body I committ to ye 
earth my Soule to God my Creator and to Jesus Christ my 
blessed Saviour and Redeemor. My Worldly Estate I giue 
as ffolloweth 

I giue my most deare wife Alice Corbin all the plate 
Jewelles houshold goodes in her possession and on the 
plantation whereon I now Liue, and all her Clothing and 
the forth part of all other my Estate in Virginia except 
ye Crops of Tobacco made on my severall plantations ye 
yeare of my death, and of the Crops y* yeare made I giue 
her the full halfe of the neate Crops: and I giue her the 
third part of my Land during her Life or shee may liue 
(and it is my Will) on any plantation shee pleaseth Dur- 
ing her life in full satisfaction of her Dower, and y* the 
Legacies by this given bee in full satisfaction of all Claimes 
or Demandes. 

I giue vnto my Daughter Lettice fiue hundred Poundes: 
and two thousand acres of Land made ouer to her and her 
heires, the Money to be paid at her day of Mariage or yeare 
of one and Twenty, and out of the Interest of ye Money 
she to haue Twenty poundes per annum till the money be 
paid her. 

I giue to my foure younger Daughters each of them 
foure hundred and fifty poundes a pece and fifty poundes a 
pece more, prouided there bee of mine [in] England one 
thousand poundes betwixt my two sonnes. And I giue 
each of my daughters fifteene poundes a yeare a pece out of 
ye Interest of ye Money till the money bee paid y m , and 
to each of my said Daughters I giue one thousand acres 
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of Land, being a Dividend of foure thousand acres adjoyn^ 
ing to my daughter Lettice or by pattent from the Lords 
proprietors, to enter vpon it at the day of their mariadge 
or one and twenty yeares to y m and their heires, and the 
money to be paid y m at ye same time and is in the handes 
of Mr. Gawen Corbin my Deare brother. 

I giue vnto my sonn Gawen Corbin my Land at Macho- 
tick and three hundred acres lying in Omen Creeke to him 
and his heires for ever. 

I giue to my sonn Thomas Corbin all ye Rest of my Land 
in Virginia to him and his heires for euer. 

I giue to my two sonns Tho: and Gawen Corbin all the 
rest of my personall estate in England and Virginia viz. 
my sonn Thomas first to haue two hundred pounds and 
then the residue to bee equally Devided betwixt y m . 

My will and meaning is y l my sonns estates be kept 
as intire as may bee for there best vse and aduantage 
and Education, w ch I desire may bee as good as there 
Estates will beare, and y l they injoy each there Land 
at one and twenty yeares and then ther personall estate 
to bee Devided by ther Guardians : and my desire is y* 
those I haus appoynted there Guardians in England may 
haue ye yearly produce of those Crops sent to y m and all 
Tobacco Debts receiued and they supply there plantations 
w th necessarys and kepe vp such a number of seruants 
as the Guardians heere and in England see fitt; and my 
desire is y* they in England send a yearly account to the 
Guardians heere and they heere to y m that soe both may- 
know w l yearly there is belonging to my sonnes : and if ye 
Guardians heere find cause to Consigne to others I leaue 
it to y m , but desire there bee very Just cause, else to these 
I haue appointed, my desire is my sonnes bee sent to Eng- 
land at yeares old at furthest. 

I make my Deare wife and two sonnes sole executrix and 
executors of this my Last Will and doe constitute and 
appoynt in Virginia Sr. Henry Chichley, Thomas Ludwell 
Esqre., Robert Smyth Esqr., Coll. Ludwell, Coll. Spencer, 
Capt. Ralph Wormley, Major Jno. Burneham, Major Rich- 
ard Lee, Guardians, and my deare and loueing wife, and 
what any two or more of y m shall thinke fitt to doe, my 
wife allways to bee one, shall bee vallued. 

I appoynt in England Thomas Corbin Esqre., and Mr. 
Gawen Corbin and case of ther decease or either of y m I 
joyne Mr. James Prescott and Mr. Henry Meese. 

I giue to every of the Guardians Twenty shillings a pece 
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and to ye Honorb 11 Sr. Will. Berkley and his Lady, my 
Lady Chichley and Cozin Wormely. This to bee my only 
and last Will. July ye 25: 1675. In Rappahannock River 
in Virginia. Henry Corbin. 

My will and desire is y l soe much of ye money as I haue 
in England as will pay my Daughters portions bee putt out 
to Interest in good handes y 1 soe ye Interest may goe 
towardes ye maintinance of my children and bee ready to 
pay y m when die. Henry Corbin. 

Seale." 
Testes Lawrence Smyth. 
Martha Love. 

[The above copy is in the writing of Gawen Corbyn. 
Thomas Corbyn of Hall End added a note.] 

"My Bro. Henry Corbins 2 Sonns Tho. and Gawen 
came to Hall End out of Virginia Aug. 20, 1676. The 
Eldest being in September 1676 8 year old, and the younger 
about 7 year old. Went to live w l my mother Septebr. 
1, 1676." 

"Madam Alice Corbin" as she is called in the county records, mar- 
ried secondly Captain Henry Creyke, son of Gregory Creyke, of Mar- 
ton, Yorkshire, and his wife Ursula, daughter of Sir John Legard, 
Captain Creyke, (who was born Jan. 16, 1637), had been captain of a 
merchantman and had settled in Lancaster county. He died June 8, 
1684. By his nuncupative will he gave his whole estate to his wife and 
her children by her first marriage. 

The will of Alice Creyke was dated March 23, 1684-5, and proved 
in Middlesex. She made a bequest to her god-daughter Alice Thacker 
[her niece], gave her sons, Thomas' and Gawin each a feather-bed and 
furniture, a silver tankard, a silver plate and £100 money of England, 
and the rest of her estate to her daughters. 

A letter from Alice (Corbin) Creyke is among Lord Beauchamp's 
manuscripts : 

Alice Creyke alias Corbyn to Thomas Corbyn. 

22 April 1677. 
"Hon!e Brother 

My kind respects Salute you and my Sister and Neece hopeing your 
healthes and happiness doe equall my good wishes for ye same: did 
receave a Letter from you bareing date June 20th 76 wherein you 
declared your love to my deceased husband, by ye greife you con- 
ceived for his loss and to backe on y* assertion you gave me assurance 
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of your readiness in undertakeing ye trouble he imposed on you by 
his will and your care in seting in the behalfe of my Children, ye 
next heires of your brotherly love, Two whereof are w tb you of whose 
welfare (God giving life and health) being as I understand by yo r 

last Letter and Coz. Con in your tuition, I have little reasons 

to doubt but much to re Joyce that they are out of harmes way heare, 
where ye best of us live but as [if we] were at peradventure, the 
Indians dayly oppressing us and questionless will more according as 
ye summer shall come on, when every tree and bush will be a shelter, 
but doe hope there will be some speedy course taken now ye King's 
forces are arived. Concerning the monys alloted to everyone as a 
portion I am mightyly pleased that it is likely to be put out for Land 
Security, being aboundantly more certaine then otherwise, but y l I 
leave w 1 all resignation to ye Care of yo r self and Brother Gawin, 
w cb I am fully assured will be noe otherwise then correspondent to ye 
merritt of a dear and Loveing Brother. Three of my Daughters are 
marryagable but cannot limitt any time for their single life, but the 
other two are very young, the eldest not fourteen and ye youngest but 
five Concerning my Seeing England I give you many thankes for 
your kind invitation, but I have not any inclination to leave Virg. whilst 
I live, though I must confess the last years troubles both w tb in our- 
selves and those w th the Indians hath given but few people reason to 
fall in love with it, ye differences w tb in our selves being far greater 
then those w tb out and a reason why the other was not before this 
remedyed, but God be praised are now well composed, the heads of them 
receiveing a reward due to those that spume at Authority, in due time 
arriveing at that ignoble port ye Gallows, where a Rebellion allwaies 
leads its followers. My Daughters present their humble duty to you 
and their Aunt together w tb their love to my Cozen Margrite 1 desireing 
w tb me your acceptance of our love and respective Service presented 
to w th all imagenable zeale by 

Dear Brother 

Yo r Affectionate Sister 

Alice Creyke alias Corbyn. 
Virginia Aprill 12th 
1677. 

Endorsed : 

To 

Thomas Corbyn Esq. 

These present 
w th 

my Service." 
1 At first "Lettice" was written. 
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A pedigree of Eltonhead, from a Lancashire Visitation, 1664, is 
printed in Hayden's Virginia Genealogies, 227 etc. Richard Eltonhead 
of Eltonhead, had several children who came to America. His son, 
William, was a member of the Maryland Council. Of the daughters, 
Jane, married Cuthbert Fenwick, member of the Maryland legislature, 
Eleanor, married 1st Captain William Brocas, 2nd Col. John Carter, 
each a member of the Virginia ouncil ; Agatha, married 1st Ralph 
Wormeley, of "Rosegill", Middlesex county, also member of Council, 
and 2nd Sir Henry Chichley, Governor of Virginia, Martha, married 
Edwin Conway, of Lancaster county, Va., formerly of Worcestershire; 
and Alice, as above stated, Rowland Burnham, Henry Corbin and 
Henry Creyke. 

Henry and Alice Corbin had issue; 

2. Henry 2 , born in Christ Church parish, Middlesex, Feb. 12, at 
one o'clock in the morning and was christened on Easter 
morning, March 29, 1667. Died at the age of two years. 

3. Thomas 2 , 2nd son, became a merchant in London. He owned 
land in Virginia. In 1730 a ferry was ordered over the Rap- 
pahannock from the land of Thomas Corbin, at Mosse's Neck. 
On April 17, 1732, he conveyed his interest in the unexpired 
term of certain mortgages from Edmund and William Jen- 
ings. He died unmarried after 1732. 

4. Gawin 2 , of whom later. 

5. Letitia 2 , born and christened in Christ Church parish, Middle- 
sex 25 day — (register multilated) 1657. By deed, Oct 9, 
1660, her father gave her 2000 acres in Stafford county 
(afterwards in Prince William), which, known, as "Leesyl- 
vania", was the home of the branch of the Lee family from 
which General R. E. Lee descended. 

Letitia or Lettice Corbin married (it is said, in 1674) 
Richard Lee, of "Mt. Pleasant'', Westmoreland county, mem- 
ber of the Council of State of Virginia. The epitaphs of 
Richard and Lettice Lee from a tomb at "Mt. Pleasant", are 
as follows : 

"Hie conditur corpus Richardi Lee, Armigeri, nati in Vir- 
ginia, filii Richardi Lee, generosi, et antiqua familia, in Mer- 
ton Regis, in comitatu Salopiensi, oriundi. In magistratum 
obeundo boni publici, in Uteris Graecis et Latinis et aliis 
humanioris literaturae disciplinis versatissimi. Deo quern, 
summa observantia semper coluit, animam tranquillus reddidit 
XII, mo. die Martii anno MDCC XIV, aetat LXVIII. 

Hie, juxta, situm est corpus Laetitiae ejusdem uxoris didae, 
filiae Henrici Corbin, generosi, Iiberorum matris amantissimae, 
pietate erga Decum, charitate erga egenos, benignitate, erga 
omnes insignis, Obiit Octob, Die vi, MDCCVI, aetatis XLIX." 
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Mrs. Letitia Lee's portrait is at p. 78 of Lee's "Lee of Vir- 
ginia". 

Among her grandsons were Richard Henry Lee, who intro- 
duced in Congress the resolution for American independence, 
and, with his brother, Francis Lightfoot Lee, a signed of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

The inventory of Richard Lee's estate shows that he had 

portraits of "G. Corbin" & "H. Corbin". 

6. Alice 2 , born in Christ Church parish "half an hour after five 
o'clock in the evening", February 14, 1660. She married Sept. 
23, 1679, Philip Lightfoot of "Teddington", Sandy Point, 
Charles City County. His tomb without date (he died 1708) 
is at "Teddington" with arms, Lightfoot, impaling Corbin, 
and the following inscription : 

"Philip Lightfoot 
Son of John Lightfoot, Esq. Barrister 
at Law, son of John Lightfoot, minis- 
ter of Stoke Bruain in Northampton- 
shire." 

The epitaph is in error as to the name of the minister of 
Stoke Bruerne. It should be Richard. 

7. Winifred 2 , born in Christ Church parish, "3rd of November 
at 12 of the clock at night, and christened the 12 of April 
1662", married Col. Leroy Griffin of Rappahannock County. 
Her will ("Madam Winifred Griffin"), was dated Sept. 10, 

1709, and proved in Richmond County, March 5, 1711. She 
left her grand-daughter Winifred Presley, three negroes then 
in the possession of Winifred's father, Col. Peter Presley, 
and other bequests to son Thomas Griffin, grand-daughter 
Winifred Griffin, grand-daughter Alice Corbin Griffin, son-in- 
law Col. Peter Presley, and son Thomas Griffin. 

One of her descendants, Cyrus Griffin, was President of the 
Continental Congress. He studied at the Temple and Edin- 
burgh and made a runaway match with Christina, daughter 
of John 6th Earl of Traquair. Corbin Griffin, her son, 
in his will dated Feb. 2, 1701-1, makes a bequest to "My much 
honored and loving mother Madam Winifred Griffin". 

8. Ann 2 , born in Christ Church parish, Feb. 9, and christened 
29th of same month, 1664. She married Col. William Tayloe, 
of "Mt. Airy", Richmond County, who was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for that County, 1700- 1706, and who died 

1 7 10. She died in 1694. 
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9. Frances 2 . Her birth is not in the register of Christ Church 
She died in London, Nov. 22, 1713, and was buried in St. 
Clements, East Cheap. She married Edmund Jenings (1659 — 
Dec. 5, 1727) of "Ripon Hair', York Co., Va., son of Sir 
Edmund Jenings, of Ripon, Yorkshire. He was a member of 
the Council of Virginia, from 1699, Attorney General 1680-91, 
Secretary of State 1702-1712, 1720-22, and Governor of Vir- 
ginia August, 1706-June 23, 1710. 

(To be continued) 



